


Current situation in Aotearoa New Zealand 

 

 



Encroachment of 
private property 
ownership 







Aims to identify utopian ideas for 
decolonising urban form. 

 
WHY?  
- Bring Māori values and mātauranga into city making 
- Empowering people and young people, in particular, 

to engage with city making processes 
- Pragmatically – how might Ngāti Toa use settlement 

land 
- Provoke, disrupt, start the conversation….. 

 



What do mean by decolonising? 

• Ngāti Toa values 

• Social Justice - just for all whānau 



Research Team 
• Māori led (but not Ngāti Toa led) 

+ non-Māori 

• Co-production of knowledge – 
iwi researchers + academic 
researchers 

• Aims to build capacity amongst 
young Māori and non-Māori 



How? 

 

• Young people’s workshop: 1- 3 March 2017   +    3 – 4 May 2017 

 

• Urban Design Ideas competition: Launch 3 April – Closed 9 May 
2017  

 

• Imagining Decolonised Cities Symposium: 13 May 2017 

 



The politics of decolonisation 



Utopianism 

• Utopia = eutopia meaning good place 
+ outopia meaning no place 

• Hopeful in orientation – counter to 
TINA discourses  

• Draw on the collective imaginary to 
go beyond the “possible” 

 



“When I first read this what went through my mind was this - then give 
me back my pre-settlement language, way of thinking and a people 
free of oppression. If you want me to design a pre-colonised city return 
me to my original place in society as a Chief with sovereignty over my 
own lands and I will show you what an imagination free of 200 years of 
racism and oppression can conceive.  Bring me the unpolluted soils 
from home that I may weep over them.   What you will get then is a 
shadow of what could be.   Gosh, this makes me very emotional.” 

 



New mātauranga? 

• Need new knowledge around this 
• Due to impact of colonisation much Māori knowledge has been lost   

• Tendency to only look to the past and overlay on the present 

• Politics around “who” develops mātauranga/controls 
knowledge/empowered to make knowledge 

Māori Women In Solidarity With Idle No More by Robyn Kahukiwa 



 



www.idcities.co.nz 



Early Analysis 
Professional category entries 

Looking for common themes 

 

 

 

Two entries took clean slate 
approach 

Others put down new layers 
on existing conditions Image source: Clynt White, Lei Chen, Emma Erasmus 



Use of Narrative 



Use of Narrative 



Confronting issues 
arising with private 
ownership of land  
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And artificial 
boundaries 

drawn across it 
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Moderated utopias 
Pragmatism  

engagement with economic and other 
contextual issues 
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Embracing technology 
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Addressing wider issues 
such as climate change and 
housing 
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Connections 
People to each 
other 
 
People to 
environment 
 
Reconnecting 
broken links in 
environmental 
systems 
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Connections 
People to each 
other 
 
People to 
environment 
 
Reconnecting 
broken links in 
environmental 
systems 
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A new form of colonisation? 

Pasifika overlay 

 

The discussion continues….......... 
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Summary 

 Bring Māori values and mātauranga into city making 

 Empowering people and young people, in particular, to engage with 
city making processes 

 Pragmatically – how might Ngāti Toa use settlement land 

 Overdue conversations 

 How do we do that ethically? 

 Provoke, disrupt, start the conversation….. 

 

 

 


