
Landscape Practices in 
Three Different Futures

Contemporary social landscape practices are entirely de-
pendent on high density energy which is not only cheap and 
readily available but also easily stored and transported.  No 
matter what our ideological background is, our professional 
landscape practices are set within society’s inhabitation of 
landscape, and therefore within the same dependency on 
oil.  As oil production peaks, we will need to radically re-
organize society - and of prime importance in that re-orga-
nization will be society’s relation to landscape.  The design 
professions should be thinking through how these scenarios 
may play out, and start preparing for a positive role  in the 
inevitable adjustments to social structure, urban form, and 
city/agricultural relationships.  
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