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Forthcoming Event
Renewable Energy: Current Global Trends and Possible Long Term Futures

Dr. Eric Martinot, Teaching Fellow, Victoria University of Wellington and Senior Research Director, Institute for Sustainable Energy Policies, Japan.

Tuesday, 15 March 2011 from 12:00 to 13:30 

Terrace Conference Centre, 114 The Terrace, Wellington
Eric will give an overview of current trends in renewable energy markets, industries, and policies around the world, based on the widely-read REN21 Renewables 2010 Global Status Report, and then consider renewable energy futures, both for New Zealand and globally.  He will highlight the future integration of renewable energy with energy storage, smart grids and electric vehicles and will address the scope for renewables through 2050.  

Most perceptions about renewable energy lag beyond the present reality. In 2009, the world invested more than $150 billion in new renewable energy capacity. More renewable power capacity was added in Europe and the U.S. than all other conventional power technologies combined. Technologies like wind and solar are growing at rates of 30-50% annually.  China has become the world leader in renewables, taking that title from Germany, and during 2010 alone added enough wind power to supply the entire electricity demand of New Zealand. In the future, how much can we rely on renewable energy for power, heat, and transport?  

Dr. Eric Martinot is an internationally recognized scholar and teacher on renewable energy.  He is lead author and research director emeritus of the well-known REN21 Renewables Global Status Report, an annual synthesis of the state of renewable energy worldwide produced since 2005.  He serves as senior research director with the Institute for Sustainable Energy Policies in Japan and as senior visiting scholar at Tsinghua University in Beijing. He is also chair of the World Council for Renewable Energy (WCRE).  He was formerly a senior energy specialist with the World Bank and renewable energy program manager of the Global Environment Facility.  He is author of 70 publications on sustainable energy and has a Ph.D. from the University of California at Berkeley and a B.S. from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. More information is available at http://www.martinot.info. 

Proceedings will commence with the refreshments and conversation at 12:00, followed by the presentation at 12:20.  Non Members welcome.
For further information please contact jfoster@theiet.org

