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The strategic city (1)

A stable governing alliance with the power 
and resources to align interests in pursuit 
of a common advantage, willing to 
discipline markets and private 
development, and negotiate the city’s co-
creation



The strategic city (2)

An explicit and detailed body of urbanist
practices, understood and accepted in all 
parts of the city, for translating the 
alliances goals and standards into more 
productive, efficient, and livable forms of 
building and design



The strategic city (3)

A set of dedicated institutions, with the 
technical talent and administrative power 
to develop and implement these new 
practices of urbanism, establishing the 
solutions needed to make the urbanism 
work in every space and aspect of the 
fast-changing city.



Auckland’s stadium

Things “not normally conceived as 
economic”, like roadway designs, soccor
fields and footpath lights, enabled a 
meteoric rise in Curitiba’s economic 
development, which could not be 
explained by conventional macro and 
regional economic factors.”











Few cities pay detailed attention to 
analysing their foundation values when 
they develop plans for growth…our 
progressive agendas for sustainability, 
liveability, or equity are often introduced 
into policy as a further imposition of 
external values that have little reference to 
a cities unarticulated values foundation



Keep everything the same



Save Arrowtown
• Artist Peter Beadle -"very special visual effect'', while Graham Brindsley

said Arrowtown should be retained as a "village''. 
• Towns with "huge community input'' into planning and careful consideration 

given to amenity, became "victims of their own success''. 
• "Developers see the potential and ultimately, through pressure, 

development occurs and diminishes that desirability that made the town 
charming in the first place.'' 

• The Arrowtown Promotion and Business Association submitted it was 
essential to preserve Arrowtown in its current form and establish effective 
boundaries for the town's development to maximise the character, scale and 
heritage values of the town. 

• Maintain the historic character of the town. 
• Out of step with infrastructure for sewage, water, schools, preschools and 

town-centre facilities, 
• The "compact character'' of Arrowtown was what made it "unique [and] 

attractive to tourists and comfortable as a place in which to live''. 



“It is the planners job to understand and 
communicate accurately the significance 
of physical change for social, economic 
and environmental variables that affect 
quality of life, now and in the 
future…theory is falling behind the needs 
of practice and acting as a brake on 
insight and innovation.”

Barton




