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·Flagship central government solution to housing 
crisis: streamlined consent 

·Under Auckland Housing Accord PAUP rules apply 

ÅOur question was whether new SHA developments 
would make Auckland less environmentally 
sustainable? 

ÅUsed publicly available Auckland Council data, 
Census data, NIWA data and expertise and GIS 
tools  

ÅKey areas of interest: density, climate change, 
stormwater  

 

 

 

 

Environmental impacts of Special Housing Areas  



·Calculated the combined and individual impact of 
each SHA on Aucklandôs population-weighted 
density (PWD) 

·Compared baseline with adjusted PWD for each 
SHA and all SHAs 

Density: Method  

Image source: Nunns 2014, p.5 





Central City 



 

ÅClimate change is arguably the primary threat facing the 
sustainability of human cities and civilisation  

ÅSHA location will influence length of commute and 
types of travel available 

·Method combined Census day commute data with GIS 
calculations and emissions factors 

·Identified nearest CAU for each SHA ï assumed similar 
travel patterns would apply 

·Looked at emissions and mode share 

 

Commute emissions and active travel 
proportions  



·Found 22 kg reduction in average emissions per 
commuter per year vs Auckland average 

 

·Compared SHAs by location ï South Auckland 
SHAs stand out as problematic 

 

·Auckland-wide proportion of active commuters 
6.6% is higher than the weighted SHA average of 
4.3% 

 

 

 

Commute Results  





Central city ï commute  


